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LUMTEL > Character Education Lesson Plan Bank

JOSEPHSDN ,
{MSTITUTE R .
Rantae fos Voudh Eltics Being a Good Friend
This lesson pian: : ‘ '

e caring

& 6-9yrs.

e Life skills

Overview

It can be hard to be the new kid, and this exercise will helps students think about how to ease this
awkward time for a recent arrival. It also provides an opportunity to reflect upon what makes a good
friend and to create a caring community.

Materials
Print out "Being a Good Friend" worksheet,

Handouts
e Being a Good Friend

Procedure

1. Talk about the ways in which the class is a group, and how everyone contributes to it.

2. Ask students to think about when they have been new to a group (such as a sports team,
summer program, etc.) Were they nervous? What were their worries? :

3. Once you have a few listed on the board, ask them what others in the group did to make them
feel welcome. Did it work?

4. Ask them if they have ever had a hard time fitting in. Were there other students who made it
hard to belong? How did that make them feel?

5. Have students complete the “Being a Good Friend” worksheet.

6. Ask students to share their ideas for making Harry feel welcome.

7. Expiain that as a group, everyone is responsible for making sure it is a caring group. What can

they do to show they want to be a good friend? What do their friends do that shows caring?
How can they be a better friend?

This lesson was created by the Curriculum Department at the Josephson Institute. Lessons like

this a:re a reguiar feature in Josephson Institute's monthly e-newsletter, the Chronicle. To subscribe,
visit the CHARACTER COUNTS! website: http://www.charactercounts.org/chronicle/

McREL standards
Life Skills

Communication in Groups
Benchmark 9. Contributes to the development of a supportive climate in groups
* Knowledge/skill statements
1. Knows the characteristics of a supportive group climate .
2. Works to ensure a supportive group climate
McREL htip://www.mcrel.org/compendium/browse.asp

© ©2011 Josephson Institute. All rights reserved. about | store | seminars | work for us | contact us | 800-711-2670
"CHARACTER COUNTS!" is a registered trademark of Josephson Institute, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.




Being a Good Friend

“Hi! My name is Harry. I have just ﬁ
moved to a new house and had to leave
all my friends behind at my last school.
It’s a bit scary being the new kid.”

@ Write or draw three things you could do to make Harry feel welcome.

2] ~Color the children who would make Harry feel happy and safe at school.

www.CharacterCounts.org

CHARACTER COUNTS! is a registered trademark of Josephson Institute.

© 2011 Josephson Institute

JOSERPHSON
INSTITUTE
Cantar for Youth Ethics
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Compliment Tickets

This lessor pian:
‘% caring

e 6-9 yrs,

e Life skills

Overview

Students learn what it means to give and receive compliments and why it's important. This activity helps them
learn to initiate friendships and make others feel good about themselves. It's most effective when done
regularly as a 10- to 15-minute exercise.

Materials

e light color or white construction paper (cut paper into 3 x 4 “tickets" prior to the activity)

Procedure

1. Begin by finding opportunities to compliment the class (e.g., You all did a great job listening quietly when
the principal was here). Each time you compliment them, acknowledge it. (I just gave you a compliment. That
means I told you something nice about yourselves.)

2. The next day, remind the cltass about the compliments they received. Say: Now let’s play the "compliment

game." I'll start by giving one of you a compliment. When you get a compliment, you get a ticket. Write your

name at the top. Then it's your turn to give a compliment to someone efse. Every time you give a compliment
to someone, you also give the ticket to that person.

3. Give three or four youngsters compliments that they, in turn, pass on to another child, each one writing
his/her name at the top of the ticket each time a compliment is received. When you stop the activity, save the
tickets so the game can be picked up where it was left off.

4. Resume the activity with the kids who last wrote their names on the tickets. Have them start by reading all
the names on their tickets to recognize everyone who has been complimented. When the stips of paper are fuli
of names, give new compliments and tickets to those who haven't received any yet. Make sure all kids are
recognized. Keep tickets that are filled with names in a jar to show that the compliments remain valid.

Contributed by Laurie Kutcher, Coolidge Elementary School teacher {San Gabriel, CA).

This lesson is from the Good Ideas book, available for purchase from the CHARACTER COUNTS!
online store: http://www.charactercounts.org/materials

McREL standards

Life Skills
Standard 4. Displays effective interpersonal communication skills.

Level IV, Benchmark 4. Provides feedback in a constructive manner and recognizes the importance of
seeking and receiving constructive feedback in a non-defensive manner.

http://www.mcrel.org/Standards-benchmarks/

©2011 Josephson Institute. All rights reserved. about | store | seminars | work for us | contact us | 800-711-2670
"CHARACTER COUNTS!" is a registered trademark of Josephson Institute, a 501{c)(3} nonprofit organization.
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Wall of Respect

This lesson plan:
e respect

e 6-9 yrs,

e Arts

Overview

Children discuss the difference between respect for authority figures and respect for peers. After citing
examples of how they can show courtesy and respect to their peers, they express these ideas in drawings of
respectful behavior that are posted on a "wall of respect” as a reminder of appropriate behavior.

Materials

= (One photocopy of Respecting My Friend worksheet for each child
s Enough markers, crayons, and/or pencils for all children to draw and color pictures at the same time

Handouts

s Wall of Respect

Procedure

1. Ask: Who usually tells you to show respect, and what do they mean? Solicit answers (they will
probably mention authority figures such as parents and teachers) and discuss why these pcople
deserve respect.

2. Say: We all know it's important to show respect for adults, but it's also important to respect our
friends. This means treating them as we would like to be treated and being polite. What are some ways
you can be respectful to your friends? Discuss their comments before moving on to the drawing
activity. '

3. Distribute copies of the Respecting My Friend worksheet. Tell them you’d like to see pictures of what
they‘ve said so far. Have each child draw a picture of being polite or showing respect to a friend.

4. Have them share their pictures, describing what they drew and why it’s important. Post their
pictures on a."respect wall" as a reminder. If a conflict arises between students or one is spotted acting
disrespectfully toward another, refer to relevant drawings.

This lesson is from the Good Ideas book, available for purchase from the CHARACTER

COUNTS! online store: http://www.charactercounts.org/materials
Contributed by Candace.Lamma, Rappahannock County Elementary School {Washington, VA). |

McREL standards

Arts

Standard 5. Understands the characteristics and merits of one's artwork and the artwork of athers.
_ Level 11, Benchmarlk 1. Knows the varicus purposes for creating works of art,

http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/

©2011 Josephson Institute. All rights reserved. about | store ] seminars | work for us | contact us | 800-711-2670
"CHARACTER COUNTS!" is a registered trademark of Josephson Institute, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.




WALL OF RESPECT
“‘Respecting My Friend” '

| can show respect to a friend by:

Draw a picture below of how you can show respect to your friend.
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WALL OF RESPECT
“‘Respecting My Friend”

Don't Neglect
- The Need

For RESPECT

ephson Instiiute.
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Tell Me; I'll Listen

This lesson plan: ) -
@ respect

@ G5-9 yrs,

® lanquage arts

Overview

Children learn the importance of listening, a hallmark of respect.

Materials

s Angel Child, Dragon Child by Michele Maria Surat {or any story that points out the role listening plays
in understanding)

e Drawing paper

s Crayons

Procedure
1. Read or summarize Angef Child, Dragon Chifd by Michele Maria Surat.

2. In this story, a Vietnamese girl named Hoa is teased and ridiculed at her new American school
because of her language and dress. In one instance, she is taunted by a classmate and fights back.
To settle the dispute and teach the children a lesson, the principal orders the two children to
complete an unusual assignment. The girl must tell'her tormentor about Vietnam, and the boy who
teased her must listen and write down her story. This leads to a friendship between the two children
- and ultimately to the whole school creating a fundraiser to help reunite Hoa’s family.

3. Discuss how this story illustrates the importance of listening and how our viewpoints about other
people change if we take time to understand them better.,

4. Inform the students that they will practice listening. Divide students into pairs. Instruct them to tell
each other about their family and what they like to do together. Have each child draw a picture of an
activity that their listening partner shared about his or her family.

5. Have the children share with the class what they learned about their parfnérs from listening to them.
If possible, have the children share pictures of their partner’s family.

This lesson is from the Good Ideas book, availabie for purchase from the CHARACTER COUNTS! onlme store:
http://www .charactercounts, org/materials

McREL standards

Language Arts
Standard 8. Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes.

Level I, Benchmark 11. Listens for specific information in spoken texts (e.g., plot details or information
about a character ina short story read aloud, information about a familiar topic from a radio broadcast).

http: //www mcrel org/standards benchmarks/

©2011 Josephson Institute. All rights reserved. ahout | store | seminars | work for us | contact us ] 800-711-2670
“CHARACTER COUNTS!" is a registered trademark of Josaphson Institute, a 301(¢)(3) nonprofit organization. -




Bullies Act Out Page 1 of 2

TEACHING TOLERA

A PROJECT OF THE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
Published on Teaching Tolerance (http://www.tolerance.orq)

CE

Home > Bullies Act Out

Bullies Act Out

This activity will remind students that no one deserves to be bullied and that everyone has
a responsibility to report unkind acts.

Materials

+ Classroom table

* bulletin board paper
+ art supplies,

+ paper lunch sacks

Procedures

Explain to students that the class will put on a puppet show to shed light on the problems
associated with bullying. Let them know that in order to create a puppet show you all will
need to identify a problem and a soiution (or plot); a location (or scene); characters; and

props.

First, ask students to define what a bully is to them. After listening to their definitions, ask
students why they think some kids bully others. Have them explain how bullying makes
the victim feel and perhaps even how the bully might feel after acting out. Write some of
the key words, feelings and issues on the board.

Next, have students identify where bullying happens the most at your school (the
cafeteria, the playground, in the hallway, etc.). If students discuss more than one location,
take a vote by show of hands to determine which setting is most prone to bullying. Write
their chosen location on the board.

Discuss with students ways in which they can stop a bully from picking on others. Ask.
them to explain the difference between tattling and asking an aduit for help. Have students
discuss the positive and negative outcomes of standing up for sameone. Again, write their
‘key words on the board.

As a class, decide on a cast of characters. This should include a main character
{protagonist), a "bad guy" (antagonist), and a few supporting characters (perhaps an aduit
ally, anfj friends of both the protagonist and antagonist)..

Next, create a basic dialogue or script for the puppet show. Using the concepts written on

the board from the earlier group discussion on bullying, come up with a plot identifying a
problem and a solution. Encourage students to come up with several character responses

http://www.tolérance.org/print/activity/bullies-act-out | 512212011




~ Bullies Act Out - . Page 2 of 2

to each, situation. For emerging readers, let students have a chance to narrate the puppet
show or to play the roles themselves to interpret what was discussed without written word.

Once you've chosen characters and written a script, divide students into two groups. The
first group should be responsible for creating the stage; the second group should be
responsible for creating the puppets. Half way through the allotted time, let the groups
switch roles so that everyone has a chance to work on the backdrop and everyone can
‘create their own puppet.

For the first group, have students create the stage or scene for the puppet show. For
instance, if the class decided that the playground is where bullying happens most often,
then students should draw or paint images of the jungle gym, the sandbox, the swings,
trees, etc. Next, create the stage by setting a rectangular table on its side on the floor and
covering it with the illustration, taping the butcher paper to the table. If you don't have an
extra table in the classroom, tape the illustration to the front of two desks pushed together.

[n the mean time, let the second group create puppets using the paper lunch sacks as the
base. Encourage them to get as creative as possible using a variety of materiais to
develop their characters. For example, they could use yarn for hair, buttons for eyes and
tissue paper for lips.

Finally, put it into action! Consider inviting other classes to visit and watch your
performance. Be sure to take turns with speaking roles, so that all children who want the
chance can act out a problem and a solution to the bullying that happens at your school.

Related activities:

» Bullying: Guidelines for Teachers i
« A Bullying Quiz

« A Bullying Sutvey @

+ A Contract on Bullying g

« Bullying: Tips for Students s

Pre Kto K Grades1to2 Grades3to5 Readingand Language Arts Social
© Studies Math and Technology Science and Health Arts ELL / ESL
About Us | Contact Us Privacy Information

Source URL: htt,r_;:l/www.tole'rance.orglactivityibuIlies~act—out

Links:

[1] http:/Mmww.tolerance. org/activity/bullying-guidelines-teachers
[2] htto:/Avarw tolerance. org/activity/bullying-quiz

[3] hitp:/Anww tolerance. org/factivity/bullying-survey

[4] hitp:/fanwrw.toterance. arg/activity/contract-bullying

[5] http:/www.tolerance. org/activity/bullying-tips-students

http://www .tolerance.org/print/activity/bullies-act-out 5/22/2011




“Crocodile and Ghost Bat Have a Hullabaloo _ 7 Page 1 of 2

A PROJECTY OF THE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
Published on Teaching Tolerance (htip://www.tolerance.org)

Home > Crocodile and Ghost Bat Have a Hullabaleo

Crocodile and Ghost Bat Have a
Hullabaloo

This tolerance tale can help early grades students understand the consequences of name-
calling. :

- This story and the accompanying activities are excerpted from Teaching Tolerance’s free
curriculum, Rhinos and Raspberries, Tolerance Tales for the Early Grades.

In the Dreamtime, all the animal tribes in the outback decided to go on a walkabout. Red
Kangaroo, always the most social, had arranged the entire thing.

"It will be a wonderful time for all of us to get to know each other better," Red Kangaroo
urged. "We can talk about our families, what we like to eat, where we like to live, and just
have a lot of fun."

Red Kangaroo had a very difficult time getting everyone together because some animals
liked the night and others liked the day. Finally, they agreed to meet at twilight, the time in
between Day and Night.

It started innocently enough. Everyone had been quite nice to each other, getting along
well when they stopped for a snack. Koala was chewing eucalyptus leaf salad, and
Numbat was quite focused on a termite sandwich. And that's when it happened.

Tasmanian Devil had volunteered to bring a nice stew. When Crocodile asked Ghost Bat

to pass the stew, Ghost Bat didn't hear her. Crocodile thought Ghost Bat was ignoring her
on purpose, even after Ghost Bat apologized and said he honestly didn't hear her ask for

the stew.

"Well | find that a little hard to believe," Crocodile said under her breath, but loud enough
for Ghost Bat -- with his very large ears - to hear. Others heard, too.

Ghost Bat shot back, "Well at least | don't let my food rot before | eat it." Crocodile was
furious. She had long fought against the rumor that crocodiles let their food rot before they
eat 1t and Ghost Bat knew it simply was not true.

"That's just plain wrong, and you know it!" Crocodile yelied back.

http://www tolerance.org/ptint/activity/crocodile-and-ghost-bat-have-hullabaloo 5/22/2011




Crocodile and Ghost Bat Have a Hullabaloo Page 2 of 2+

Dibbler Mouse and Wombat took Ghost Bat's side because they, too, had rather large
ears. They chimed an old taunt from their childhood aimed at crocodiles: "Rotten food,
rotten food, what you gonna feed your brood?”

‘Then evéiyone started screaming. Rock-wallaby was called "big foot" by Echidna, and so
Rock-wallaby called Echidna a little "puggle." Then Dingo heard someone say something
about his dog-breath, and he started howling about how he's not really a dog. So Dingo
pushed Emu into a biliabong because he thought she'd said it. It went on and on, with
everyone calling everyone else names. Red Kangaroo did not know what to do.

And in the twilight of the Dreamtime, both the Day and the Night grew upset.

Loocking down from far above, Walu, the sun, was very displeased at the brawl. She hid
behind a cloud to keep from seeing the terrible way everyone was behaving.

Then Namarrkun, the lightning man, came out of the sky and made thunder by striking the
clouds with the stone axes attached to his elbows and knees. Every time the animal tribes
were quarreling, he hissed and crackled until they would stop. He even threw one of his
fiery spears to earth to get their attention. That made them scurry into hiding where they'd
be left alone to think about the unkind things they'd said to their friends.

And so every time you hear Namarrkun striking the clouds with his stone ax and throwing
his fiery spears to the earth, you will know that somewhere someaone is name-calling.

- Jeff Sapp 1 worked formerly with Teaching Tolerance and .fs a professor of education at
Cahforma State University, Dominguez Hills.

Related activities:

+ Activity ldeas To Use With Crocodile And Ghost Bat Have A Hullabaloo

* Playing the Bully Card 15

+ Allies: A Discussion Activity 4
« A Bullying Survey

- A Contract on Bullying

Grades 1t0 2 Grades 3to 5 Reading and Lanquage Arts Social Studies
About Us | Contact Us Privacy Information

Source URL: httg:I/www.tolerance.'orgfactivity/crocodiIe-and-ghost—bat-‘have~hullabaloo

Links:
[1] http:/Avww jeffsapp.com
[2] hitp:/Awww tolerance. org/activity/activity-ideas-use-crocodile-and-ghost-bat-have-hullabaloo
[3] http:/Avww tolerance. org/activity/playing-bully-card
. [4] hitp:/Mwww tolerance. org/activity/allies-discussion-activity
[6] http:/Amww.tolerance.orglactivity/oullying-survey
[6] hitp:/Awvww.tolerance. arglactivity/contract-bullying

http://www.tolerance.org/print/activity/crocodile-and-ghost-bat-have-hullabaloo 5/22/2011
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TEACHING TOLERANCE

A PROJECT OF THE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER
Published on Teaching Tolerance (http://www.tolerance.orq)

Home > Activity Ideas To Use With Crocodile And Ghost Bat Have A Hullabaloo

Activity Ideas To Use With Crocodlle And
Ghost Bat Have A Hullabaloo

Discussion topics and writing themes that can be explored with this story.

Discussion or Writing Themes
Many themes can be explored with this story:

« Community (a large community of diverse animals struggling to work together)

« Gossip, name-calling and unkind words (interactions throughout the story)

« Peacemaking (intervention to end the quarreling)

+ Cliques and ostracism (one group judging or arguing with another, |dent1fy|ng |ts own
group as better than another; and stereotypes and how damaging and incorrect they
cah be)

Sample Discussion Questions

Why do you think some people call other people names?

Walu, the sun, hid behind a cloud during the fight, while Namarrkun made thunder
and lightning. Are these the hest ways to respond to an argument?

If you were one of the animals, what would you have done to stop the name-calling?
Think of a time when someone called you a name. What could you have said so the
person would know how you felt? Do you think that would have helped that person
learn not to call people names?

Follow-Up Activity, For All Grades

Discuss, as a class, the hurtfuiness of name-calling. Then ask the students to develop a
No Name-Calling contract, something everyone in class can sign — similar to the
Declaration of Independence. Post it in the classroom, and refer back to it as needed
throughout the year.

Related activities:

Pos

« Crocodile and Ghost Bat Have a Hullabaloo 1)

Grades 1to 2 Grades3to5 Social Studies

http://www.tolerance.org/print/activity/activity-ideas-use-crocodile-and-ghost-bat-have-hul... 5/22/2011




Strategies for Empowering Students - Feelings

. UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS EXTENSION -

To help students with self-discovery

To promote students' appreciation of their individuality
To help students understand their feelings

To help students make inferences

s Promotion of language and thought development
¢ Introduction and development of vocabulary words
s Introduction and development of higher-order thinking skills

o Language Arts
o Character Building

Write the sentences listed below, and any others you wish to include, on
individual sentence strips or large cards. Place in a box. Have students form
a circle. Select a leader to stand in the middle of the circle. The leader will

pull a sentence strip or card, read it aloud, and then point to someone in the -

circle to react.

The student who has been selected must begin his or her reaction by saying,
"I feel . . " The student can either answer in words or express feelings with
facial expressions or body language. If facial expressions or body language
are used, the other students are to try and guess or read these expressions

+  and determine how the student feels. Discussion about why some students
feel the way they do about certain things and how to help bad feelings turn
into good feelings should follow.

http://furbanext.illinois.edu/ce/strat95 . html

Page 1 of 3

5/24/2011




Strategies for Empowering Students - Feelings ' Page 2 of 3

To ensure that everyone gets a turn at being a leader and the opportunity to
participate in expressing themselves, student leaders should be rotated after
two sentences, and selections of students should be done in a clockwise
fashion. :

Sample Sentences
How do you feel when you:

. . are praised for something good you did?
.. are notincluded in a game?
. . get all of your math problems correct?
.. have something taken away from you?
. . . share with a friend?
...win a game?
. . . want something that belongs to someone else?
.. are told that you did a very good job?
.. are home alone?
. . are accused of something you did not do?
. . get a hug or a kiss? i
.. and your best friend have an argument?
. are told that you are smart, beautiful, helpful, loving?

Example

The circle leader pulls the following sentence from the box: "How do you
feel when your big brother plays with you?"

~ Selected student: "I feel great, happy, wondertul, etc." (or the student can
give a broad, happy smile).

Teacher: (If the student gives an oral response, the teacher may ask), "Why
do you feel this way?"

(If the student smiles, the teacher may ask), "Class, can you tell me how
Maria feels by reading her expression?" "Maria, why do you feel happy
when your big brother takes time to play with you?"

o How were students able to demonstrate their ability to express their -
- feelings using oral language?

« How did students exhibit their understanding of body language or
facial expressions?

o How were students able to demonstrate their ability to use
inferences?

http:/furbanext.illinois.edu/ce/strat95 html 5/24/2011




-Strategies for Empowering Students - Feelings ' Page 3 of 3

o How did students express empathy for and understanding of others'
feelings? .

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

BMUPPER LEVEL
Cred its

Excerpted from Beyond Rhetoric and Rainbows: A Journey to the
Place Where Learning Lives ©1996 University of Illinois

Extension.
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Strategics for Empowering Students - Take a Second Look Page | of 3

oo UNIVERSITY OF IELINCIS EXTENSION

Strategies for Empowering Students

» To enhance students' higher-order thinking
skills

o To promote cooperative learning

« To help develop students' perspective that
beauty and good qualities can be found in
things and people S |

o To encourage students to use thelr knowledge ’"] ﬁ ﬁ 1
and metacognitive skills . ; H ]

e Enhancement of students’ awareness of cultural and ethnic
differences

» Promotion of the idea of looking for and finding good qualities in
people

s Integration of thinking and writing skills

e Language Arts
o Character Building
e Social Studies

w;y -

Arrange students in teams of three to five students. Have a preselected
group of objects or articles that have been placed in a bag or box (a
suggested list is provided). A member from each group will, without
looking in the bag or box, select one object. The selected object will be
examined by each team member; then the team will follow the directions
written below, which are to be written on the board:
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1. Think of a way in which your object or article is like a person.
2. List two things that make your object or article beautiful.

3. Name three ways your object or article can be useful to you, your friends,
or your family.

4. Name four reasons Why you love your object or article.

5. Tell three things you can do that Would help your object or article feel
good about itself.

Give the teams enough time to discuss each of the instructions and write
their responses. Each team will share their information orally with the class.
A reporter from cach team will explain what its object was and will then
share its attributes.

The follow-up discussion should center on how the students were able to
think of all the nice and positive things to say about their objects, as though
these were real people. The discussion should guide the students to
understand how easy it is to find good and useful qualities in everything,
especially people, if one takes the time to look.

Sample List of Possible Objects or Articles
(Teacher and/or students are encouraged to add to this list)

pen
pencil
keys
stick
crayon .

- stick of gum
piece of candy
paper napkin
roll of tape
pine cone
leaf .
rock or pebble
small sea shell

paper clip

o How did students use their knowledge?

"o Were students able to demonstrate an understanding of how good
qualities can be found in simple, ordinary objects or articles? How?

o How did students demonstrate their use of higher-order skills?
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o Were team-building skills exhibited? How?. .

UPPER LEVEL
Credits
Excerpted from Beyond Rhetoric and Rainbows: A Journey to the

Place Where Learning Lives ©1996 University of Illinois
: : Extension. :
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. > Character Education Lesson Plan Bank
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Ceser for Vet £k Picture (More) Perfect

This lesson plan:
e citizenship

@ 6-9 yrs.

& Geography

Overview

Children become more aware of global issues and imagine ways to make the world better.

Materiais

+ Photos depicting glohal problems
e« Paper, pencils, or pens
= Paste

‘Procedure
1. Show the children photos of global problems from magazines or newspapers (e.g., famine-stricken
regions; polluted beaches; property damage from floods, earthquakes, hurricanes, etc.).

2. Ask them to describe what they see. Say: These are pictures from different parts of the world —
different parts of our glebal community.

3. Ask the children to define "community,” Explain that a community is a larger extension of a family.
Ask: What do we learn about our community from these photos? Can you think of things we could do
to make these pictures look better?

4. 5Suggest some answers (e.g., give money to groups working to end hunger, support disaster-relief
efforts, take better care of our environment).

5. Ask: What are some problems in our local community? Can you think of ways to solve them?

6. Encourage the children to be aware of their surroundings when they go home during the week.
Instruct them to take a picture of something that can be improved and make the world a better
place.

7. Alternately, they might take (or draw) pictures of people who are doing something to improve the
community. If children don’t have access to a camera, tell them to draw pictures,

8. Have them bring their pictures to class and paste them on pieces of paper. Tell thern to write "What
people could do te make the community better" underneath their pictures.

9. Invite the students to share their pictures with the class.
Display the photos/drawings on a builetin board with the heading: "Picture a More Perfect Community.”
Inspired by a contest idea sponsored by the public youth forum "To Make the World a Better Place” in Hope

magazine (September/October 1998). To view images or participate in the forum, visit
www liska.com/betterplace.

This lesson is from the Good Ideas book, available for purchase from the CHARACTER COUNTS!
online store: http://www.charactercounts.org/materials

McREL standards

Geography « - -~

Standard 1, Understands and applles media, techniques, and processes related to the visual arts.

Level II, Benchmark 3. Knows how different media (e.qg., oil, watercolor, stone, metal), technigues, and
processes are used to.communicate ideas, experiences, and stories.
http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/
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